
Course I 
Philosophical foundations of education. 

Question bank. 
Unit I 

 
Q. I Answer the following questions: ( 10 marks) 
1. ‘Education is beyond mere schooling.’ Explain this statement considering 
education as a process of acquisition, manifestation and transmission. 
 
2. Define education. How does education as a transaction help a teacher in 
maximizing the potential of an individual?  
 
3. Define education. How does education help in the development of 
individual? 
 
4. The basic function of education is to facilitate the overall personality 
development of an individual. Support this statement by explaining the 
functions of education.  
 
5. ‘Education plays a pivotal role in the development of a nation’. Justify. 
 
6. What is the meaning of education? Explain the relationship between 
    education and philosophy. 
 
7. ‘Philosophy and education are two sides of the same coin.’ Explain this 
statement in view of the relation between philosophy and education. 
8. Explain the scope of education with reference to its relation with other 
discipline.  
 
9. Explain the scope of education with reference to its areas. 
 
Q.II Answer the following: (5 marks) 

1. Explain the meaning and nature of Philosophy. 
2. Explain education as a process of acquisition/ manifestation/ 

transaction. (can ask any two) 
3. State any five functions of education in development of an individual/ 

nation. 
4. Explain any two areas of education. 
5. Describe any five disciplines of education. 
6. What is the relationship between education and philosophy? 



PAPER –I (UNIT-2) 

(10 MARKS) 

1) Describe the influence of John Dewey’s philosophy in the modern world. 
2) “Naturalism has exercised a great influence on the modern system of education 

“comment. 
3) Elucidate the effects of naturalism on education with reference to curriculum and role 

of teacher. 
4) Explain the salient features of naturalism with reference to aims and methods of 

teaching. 
5)  Describe the pragmatic philosophy and its various implications on education. 
6) “Pragmatism lays stress on dynamism and flexibility that should characterize all 

aspects of education” comment. 
7) Elucidate the contribution of pragmatism with reference to aims and methods of 

teaching in education. 
8) What are the underlying principles of pragmatism as a philosophy of education? 
9) How idealism has influenced educational theory and practice? 
10) What are the salient features of idealism as a philosophy of education? 
11) “Idealism has more to contribute to the aims and objectives of education than its 

methods”. Discuss.  
12) Critically examine the educational implications of idealism. 
13)  “Idealism has high ideals but poor methods of teaching” discuss.  
14) Elucidate the contribution of idealism with reference to aims of education and role of 

teacher. 
15) Elucidate the contribution of idealism with reference to methods of teaching and 

curriculum. 
16) Elucidate the impact of realism on different aspects of education.  
17) Explain the educational contribution of Rabindranaath Tagore with reference to aims 

of education and methods of teaching. Explain its relevance to the present context. 
18) Describe the impact of Gandhian philosophy on Indian education. 
19) “Gandhiji’s philosophy of education is naturalistic in its setting, idealistic in its aims 

and pragmatic in its methods and programmes of work”. Discuss . 
20) Compare the educational philosophy of Gandhi and Tagore. 
21) “Democratic atmosphere in an institution enhances the development of the personality 

of a child.” justify with reference  to Tagore’s philosophy of education. 
22) Elucidate the impact of educational philosophy of Vivekananda on different aspects 

of education. 
23)  Explain the basic principles of educational philosophy of Vivekananda. 
24) What are the basic principles of Tagore’s philosophy of education? 
25) Explain Rabindranaath Tagore’s philosophy of education and its influence on Indian 

education. 
26) Explain Tagore’s ideas on i) women education and ii) education of the masses. 



27) Describe Rousseau’s naturalism in education and show how it has influenced modern 
trend in education? 

28)  Explain the underlying principles of Rousseau’s negative education. 
29) “Rousseau is the father of modern theory and practice”. Justify. 
30)  Evaluate Dewey’s educational philosophy on modern education. 

31) Compare the educational contribution of Dewey and Gandhiji with reference to aims 
of education, discipline and role of teacher. 

5 MARKS 
1) Aims of education according to idealism 
2) Educational implications of idealism. 
3) Effects of naturalism on education. 
4) Contribution of naturalism to curriculum and methods of teaching. 
5) Principles of pragmatic philosophy of education. 
6) Implications of pragmatism in education. 
7) Effects of naturalism on education. 
8) Influence of naturalism in present context. 
9) Aims of education and nature of curriculum according to naturalism. 
10)  Impact of realism on aims of education and methods of teaching. 
11) Compare the educational philosophy of Gandhi and Tagore. 
12) Salient features of Basic education. 
13) Distinguish between educational ideas of Gandhi and Tagore. 
14) Impact of Gandhian philosophy on Indian education. 
15) Gandhiji’s views on women education. 
16) Qualities of teacher as propounded by swami Vivekananda. 
17) Basic principles of educational philosophy of swami Vivekananda. 
18) Salient features of Vishwa-Bharathi. 
19) Tagore’s philosophy of life. 
20) Salient features of Shanti Niketan. 
21) Tagore’s ideas on aims of education. 
22) Limitations of Rousseau’s educational philosophy. 
23) Rousseau’s views on concept of education and discipline. 
24) Principles of Rousseau’s negative education. 
25) Important features of Dewey’s philosophy. 
26) Dewey’s views on an “ideal school”. 
27) Aims of education as formulated by John Dewey. 

28)   Limitations of Dewey’s educational philosophy. 

Unit III 

Q. I Answer the following questions: (10 marks each) 
1. ‘Dharma is an instrument of regulating life.’ Justify. 
2. “Dharma is the regulative principle of Artha and Kama”. Justify 



3. Discuss the relevance of the ancient Indian goals of education in the present 
context. 
4. Explain article no.28, 29 and 350 with respect to equal opportunities in 
Education. 
5. Discuss the article no.14, 15, 16 with respect to education and fundamental 
rights and Duties. 
 6. Explain the articles related to Education and Fundamental rights and duties. 
State its educational implications. 
 
Q.III Answer the following: (5 marks each) 

1. Constitutional provision helps to achieve equality of opportunities in 
education explain with reference to the relevant articles. 

2. In what way do the constitutional provisions help in achieving 
universalization of education . 

3. Why is ‘artha’ considered to be significant even today? 
4. Implications of constitutional articles number 45 and 46. 
5. What are the objectives of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan? 
6. State the need of NCF 2005. 
7. What are the features of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan? 
8. State the objectives of NCF 2005. 

 
Unit IV 

Q. I Answer the following questions: (10 marks each) 

1. “Professional ethics are essential for the professional growth of a 
teacher.” Justify. 

2. How do professional ethics help a teacher to build his professional 
character? 

3. Write the functions of teacher’s organization for professional growth. 
4. Explain the principles of professional ethics, with examples. 
 

Q.II Answer the following in 150 words each: (5 marks each) 
1.  Write the purpose & need of teacher’s organization. 
2. Explain the Philosophical/ Psychological/ Sociological principles of    
     professional ethics. (any one can be asked) 

 

Unit V 

Q. I Answer the following questions in 300 words: (10 marks each) 
Explain in detail determinants of curriculum. 



Explain the principles of curriculum construction as suggested by John Dewy. 
Explain the principles of curriculum construction emphasized by secondary 
Education Commission. 
 
Q.II Answer the following: (5 marks each) 

1. Explain any five principles of curriculum. 
2. Write concept & need of integrated curriculum. 
3. Explain the Philosophical/ sociological/psychological determinants of 

curriculum construction. (any two can be asked) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unit II 
 

Q. I Answer the following questions: ( 10 marks) 
Differentiate between the Idealistic and Pragmatic philosophy (any 2 
philosophies could be considered) w.r.t. any 2 of the following : 
Aims  
Curriculum 
Methodology 
Textbooks 
Discipline 
Role of the teacher 
 
       2. Compare and contrast between any 2 Indian philosophers /western   
philosophers/1 Indian and 1 Western philosopher w.r.t. any 2 of the following 
– 
Their educational philosophy 
Aims of Education 
Methods of teaching 
Curriculum Discipline 
Teacher  
Special contribution 
Relevance in the present context 
 
What kind of Philosophy does our current system of education follow? 
Illustrate your answer. 
The Indian education system is an eclectic mix of  Idealism, Naturalism, Realism 
and Pragmatism. Justify this statement . 
 
Q.II  Answer the following: (5 marks) 
What are the main postulates of Idealism/ Pragmatism/ Realism/ Naturalism ? 
How does Idealism/ Pragmatism/ Realism/ Naturalism  affect any one of these 
criteria? 
Aims of education 
Curriculum 
Methods of teaching 
Textbooks/ role of teacher 
Discipline/ textbooks 
Role of the teacher/ discipline 
 



1. Explain Mahatma Gandhi’s/Swami Vivekanand’s/Rabindranath Tagore’s/ 

Jean J. Rousseau’s /John Dewey’s special contribution to education. 

2. Educational Philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi/Swami 

Vivekanand/Rabindranath Tagore/ Jean J. Rousseau/John Dewey. 

3. Aims of Education  according to Mahatma Gandhi/Swami 

Vivekanand/Rabindranath Tagore/ Jean J. Rousseau/John Dewey. 

4. Methods of teaching according to Mahatma Gandhi/Swami 

Vivekanand/Rabindranath Tagore/ Jean J. Rousseau/John Dewey. 

5. Curriculum and discipline according to Mahatma Gandhi/Swami 

Vivekanand/Rabindranath Tagore/ Jean J. Rousseau/John Dewey. 

6. Discipline and role of teacher  according to Mahatma Gandhi/Swami 

Vivekanand/Rabindranath Tagore/ Jean J. Rousseau/John Dewey. 

7. Role of the teacher and curriculum  according to Mahatma 

Gandhi/Swami Vivekanand/Rabindranath Tagore/ Jean J. Rousseau/John 

Dewey. 

8. Discuss the relevance of the special educational contributions   given by 

Mahatma Gandhi/Swami Vivekanand/Rabindranath Tagore/ Jean J. 

Rousseau/John Dewey. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 


